


Selecting a fly for the Moyola River

The Lower River Bann is Northern Ireland’s largest river and runs for 60km from
Lough Neagh to the sea between Castlerock and Portstewart. The river was
subject to extensive drainage and canalisation works last century, however
despite the influence of the hand of man it still offers outstanding coarse

and game fishing throughout its length. The best game fishing occurs in the
tributary rivers or on those highly oxygenated parts of the main river where
vestiges of the former natural riverbed remain. The more tolerant coarse fish
thrive throughout the waterway and many of the better areas have been
pegged to facilitate match fishing and offer excellent bags for the keen angler.

Bann System Ltd
Bann System Ltd administers Cutts House, 54 Castleroe Road, Coleraine BT51 3RL
the fishing on the Lower River T 028 7034 4796
Bann and its tributaries. For E theirishsociety@btconnect.com
all enquiries or to book fishing www.bannsystem.com
and/or guides contact www.fishbann.com




www.riverbannireland.com

Trout fishing on the Moyola River

=
Salmon fishing on the Lower Bann at Movanagher Angler casting for Mullet on the Estuary

Cover image: Salmon fishing at Carnroe




ESTUARY

The Bann Estuary is an extensive
area of sand dune and mud flats
stretching for 11km from the Cutts
at Coleraine to the sea. The estuary
is an area of Special Scientific
Interest and an important breeding
and wintering ground for wildfowl.
Sea Trout move in and out of the
estuary with each tide, particularly
between June and September.

The angler at this time is likely to
enjoy good sport, with fish in the
1-3Ib range. Also present in large
numbers are the elusive and wary
Grey Mullet and the predatory Bass.
Due to the size of the area and the
specialized nature of the fishing, the
use of a Bann System Ltd guide is
recommended.

MACOSQUIN RIVER

The Macosquin River is a small
3-5m wide river, which flows into
the Lower Bann close to Coleraine.
The main quarry in this river is
Brown Trout, of which there is an
abundance. However, the river also
yields an occasional Sea Trout and
Salmon in the autumn. The river
has a defined pool and riffle system
and there is plenty of good sport to
be had. Angling is restricted to fly
fishing only and the river is under
the control of Coleraine Anglers
Association.

BALLYMONEY BURN

This small river is renowned locally
for its Trout fishing and small
numbers of Salmon and Sea Trout
enter the river in the autumn. It
flows through the famous market
town of Ballymoney and is only
fishable on the east bank of the
Lower Bann. The best Trout fishing
is around the village of Balnamore.

MOYOLA RIVER

The Moyola River runs through
some of the most beautiful
countryside in Northern Ireland,
flowing 27 miles from the Sperrin
Mountains to Lough Neagh as it
enters into the Lower Bann. It is
here that the returning Salmon
join the native Dollaghan (large
migratory Brown Trout which
migrate to Lough Neagh, before
returning to their native rivers to
spawn) on their spawning journey
upstream. Wild Brown Trout are
also found in abundance. For nearly
all of its length the Moyola flows
at suitable speed over gravel into
pools making it excellent fly fishing
water. The river is managed and
enhanced by the Moyola Angling
Association.

CARNROE

Carnroe is situated at the first weir
on the Lower Bann and is one of
the finest Salmon beats in Ireland.
The highly oxygenated tailwater
encourages fish to hold in the

area on their passage upstream,
providing a superb angling
opportunity. The average catch for
the past 10 years is over 1000 fish
per year. The fishery has a bag
limit of 2 fish per rod per day and
catch and release is permitted and
encouraged. Resident ghillies are
available at all times. The fishery
has an 8-rod limit and both fly and
bait fishing are permitted. The peak
season is July and August, although
September can also yield good bags.

CULIFF ROCK

Situated at a natural bend of the
river between Carnroe and the
lower end of the Movanagher
beat, Culiff Rock is a powerful fast
flowing stretch of the Lower Bann.
In periods of medium to low water,
the beat can fish consistently well
for bait anglers with an occasional
fly caught fish. Salmon are

most plentiful between July and
September.

MOVANAGHER BEAT

This is a half mile beat lying
between Movanagher weir and
Culiff Rock, just north of Kilrea. This
beautiful streamy beat contains

a substantial stretch of the old
riverbed and presents excellent fly
fishing opportunities. The dry fly-
fishing for Brown Trout, particularly
sedge fishing on summer evenings,
can be very exciting and Trout up to
8lbs in weight have been caught on
this stretch. The Salmon fishing can
be first rate, particularly if the water
is low and fish linger in the area
prior to running the weir.

PORTNA

Portna is situated south east
of Kilrea town and has earned
a reputation as a very good
Salmon beat.

The upper part of the beat lies
directly below the flood control
gates and is a tailwater fishery.
This stretch can be a prolific area
when fish are running and offers
excellent opportunities for the
wading fly angler, as Salmon
can be particularly free taking in
the fast water. Spinning is also
practised and this technique comes
into its own in high water.

The lower part of the beat lies
below the Eel traps and the Kilrea
beat and has slightly slower water
but still offers excellent fly-fishing.
In addition to Salmon, there are
also good-sized Brown Trout to be
had in both halves of the beat.

Salmon fishing on the Lower Bann

KILREA BEAT

This is a quarter mile stretch of the
Lower Bann lying between the two
halves of the Portna Beat and let to
the Kilrea and District Angling Club.
The club has enhanced the fishery
over recent years, particularly for
Trout, but Salmon are also taken
regularly. The picturesque and
historic Eel fishery structures in

this fishery add further interest to
angling on the beat.

CLADY RIVER

The small-to-medium sized Clady
River flows from the Sperrin
Mountains down through the
historic linen village of Upperlands
and past Culnady and Clady before
emptying into the Lower Bann
below the town of Portglenone.

The river has a very good stock of
wild Brown Trout where it meets
the rich, flat agricultural land around
Culnady. Here the river was
sympathetically dredged a number
of years ago and there are now plenty
of deep pools and good riffles.

The river requires decent rainfall to
fish well and, weather permitting,
enjoys a good run of Salmon from
August through to the end of the
season. The water is leased to Clady
and District Angling Association.

AGIVEY RIVER

The Agivey River drains the

north eastern end of the Sperrin
Mountains, flowing into the Lower
Bann at Aghadowey. It is probably
one of the best medium sized
Salmon and Grilse rivers in Ireland,
a fact partly due to the extensive
management and enhancement
of the river by the Agivey Anglers
Association, which has resulted

in the formation of some ideal
habitat and angling stretches. The
association has also tried to boost
Salmon numbers through the use of
their own hatchery, which releases
many thousands of juvenile fish
each year.

Salmon start to run the river from
May onwards, and numbers peak
towards the end of August,
depending, of course, on water
flows. September can also be a
productive month. In addition to
Salmon, the river and particularly
its tributary the Wee Agivey, also
hold an excellent head of resident
Brown Trout which will give

an angler exciting dry fly sport
throughout the season.
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AGIVEY BRIDGE

The banks of the Lower Bann at
the Agivey Bridge are very angler
friendly. The river gains speed after
the Agivey confluence and produces
good bags of Bream and Hybrids
which tend to be in the 4lbs to
7lbs+ range and are renowned for
their fighting quality. The beat also
has good shoals of Skimmers and
Roach with many specimen fish
reported each year. Predatory Pike
and Perch are never far from the
shoals of fish holding in this area.
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MOVANAGHER CANAL

Situated off the Vow Road, on the
laneway to Movanagher Fish Farm,
this 10m wide and 3m deep canal
produces excellent coarse fishing,
especially when the Lower Bann is
in winter flood. Access to the pegs
is straightforward as the road runs
along the canal’s entire length. There
are also a number of pegs designed
for the wheelchair bound angler.

Hybrids are currently the main
duarry here, averaging 1-2lbs in
weight, although Roach are also
plentiful in the 4-60z range. Bags
of Bream to 90lbs have also been
recorded and Roach consistently
yield bags of 7-22Ibs. The best
methods are considered to be pole,
waggler and ledgering. In addition
Q Hybrids, Bream, Roach, Perch
and Pike are also found in various
parts of the canal. The best pegs are
numbers 3-15 and 45 upwards.

MOVANAGHER WEST
Situated about two miles from the
town of Kilrea, just off the A54 road
to Coleraine, and on the west bank
of the Lower Bann, Movanagher West
is a beautiful setting for 79 fishing
pegs. Access can be difficult, with
a 200-300m walk from the lay-by
to the pegs. The fishing here is
variable, but shoals of Bream, Roach
and Hybrids are all common. Perch,
Pike and Eel are also present. As a
esult, pleasure bags of up to 100lbs
ar® not unknown, particularly if
feeder tactics are used. The maggot
and caster are recommended in
particular. However, this is mainly a
summer venue as high water levels
can make access to the pegs difficult.

Coarse fishing on the River Bann for Bream and Hybrids

PORTNEAL LODGE

The prolific stretch lies upstream
of the Bann Bridge, Kilrea, and is
conveniently adjacent to

Portneal Lodge. There are a
number of custom built pegs

here and access to the river is
straightforward, with the fishing
being highly recommended. The
main species available here are
Hybrids, Roach and Bream. As a
result, pleasure bags of 100Ibs+
have been known. Fishing can be
slow here during the summer, but
autumn and winter sessions provide
good sport.

PORTNA CANAL

This 100m long canal is a Pike
fishers’ haven. As soon as the Lower
Bann reaches winter levels, the Pike
take up residence and remain there
throughout the winter months.

Larger Pike are mainly taken on
ledgered baits, with Rainbow Trout
being particularly recommended,
while the smaller jacks are

mostly caught on spinners. Most
recently, fly fishing has become a
popular method of fishing for Pike;
successful fly patterns vary from
angler to angler, but any fly with

a touch of tinsel should work well.
Other fish species found in the canal
include Bream and Perch. Access to
the canal is excellent, with parking
being available within 10m of the
canal.

HUTCHINSON’S QUAY

This section of the Lower Bann is
quite often overlooked by anglers.
It is situated in the most beautiful
surroundings, with straightforward
access, allowing wheelchair bound
anglers to reach the fishing with
ease. However, there are no custom
built pegs. Anglers may fish from
the jetty on the site, the deep water
alongside being most suited to pole
or feeder fishing. In this area Roach
and Perch are the main quarry,
being found in good numbers when
the river is in flood during the
autumn. Despite this, fishing can be
sporadic, with bags of 15Ibs being
considered average.

A River Bann Pike

PORTGLENONE FOREST

Located in a beautiful wooded area
of the Lower Bann, this facility

was created in 1992 to cater for
increasing numbers of coarse
anglers. Access was improved by
the creation of a road leading to the
river and one mile of pathway along
the bank. 89 competition-standard
pegs were also constructed.

Good fishing is available at this

site all year round, although it can
slow down at spawning time, with
the main species being Hybrids,
Roach, Skimmers and Bream. At
Ulster Coarse Fishing Federation
and International events, average
bags are between 5-15 kilos,
although this can be far exceeded
during the pleasure sessions, when
40kg bags are not uncommon.
According to local experts, pegs
1-4; 15-25; 40-54; 82-89 are the
best, depending on water flow

and season. The pole/feeder are
considered most suitable during the
winter months and the slider during
the summer. In addition to the
coarse angling, some good Pike
also frequent the area.

LOUGH BEG

The Lough Beg area can provide
excellent Pike fishing, having a
sluggish flow and some shallow
bays. Pike are also found in the
deeper navigational channel
running through the Lough. Access
to Lough Beg is most convenient by
boat from Newferry or Toome.

The most successful method is
spinning and trawling but to
catch big fish, dead-baiting is
recommended. Local anglers find
Pollan, Mackerel, Rainbow Trout
and Roach to be the best bait.
Fly-fishing for Pike has increased
in popularity in recent years and
can offer exciting top water sport
in the summer.

A River Bann Salmon comes to the net



Regional Tourist Information Centres

www.riverbannireland.com

Antrim

16 High Street

Antrim BT41 4AN

T 028 9442 8331

F 028 9448 7844

E info@antrim.gov.uk
www.antrim.gov.uk

Ballymoney

1 Townhead Street

Ballymoney BT53 6BE

T 028 2766 0230

F 028 2766 0222

E touristinfo@ballymoney.gov.uk
www.visitballymoney.com

Coleraine

Railway Road

Coleraine BT52 1PE

T 028 7034 4723

F 028 7035 1756

E info@northcoastni.com
www.northcoastni.com

Ballymena

The Braid

Ballymena Town Hall

Museum and Arts Centre

1-29 Bridge Street

Ballymena BT43 5E]

T 028 2563 5902

E tourist.information@ballymena.gov.uk
www.ballymena.gov.uk

Other Important Contact Information

Magherafelt

The Bridewell

6 Church Street

Magherafelt BT45 6AN

T 028 7963 1510

F 028 7939 5112

E thebridewell@magherafelt.gov.uk
www.magherafelt.gov.uk

Lower Bann Partnership Limited
The Old School Centre

20 Castle Street

Bellaghy BT45 8LA

T 028 7938 6627

F 028 7938 7099

E info@bannpartnership.com

Causeway Coast & Glens

Tourism Partnership

11 Lodge Road

Coleraine BT52 1LU

T 028 7032 7720

F 028 7032 7719

E mail@causewaycoastandglens.com
www.causewaycoastandglens.com
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Bann System Ltd

Cutts House

54 Castleroe Road

Coleraine BT51 3RL

T 028 7034 4796

E theirishsociety@btconnect.com
www.bannsystem.com
www.fishbann.com

This project has been part funded by the European Union through the Lower Bann Partnership Ltd.
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and Rural Development
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IMPORTANT NOTE: The information given in this Guide is given in good faith on the basis of information submitted to Lower Bann Partnership and McCadden Creative. Lower Bann
Partnership and McCadden Creative cannot guarantee the accuracy of the information in this Guide and accept no responsibility for any error or misrepresentation. All liability

for loss, disappointment, negligence or other damage caused by the reliance on the information contained in this Guide, or in the event of the bankruptcy or liquidation of any
company, individual or firm mentioned, or in the event of any company, individual or firm ceasing to trade, is hereby excluded.
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